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A message from pastor meeker 

Our Saviour's  Lutheran church   

Bible study 

offerings:  Monday 

mornings, 10 A.M. in 

the Fellowship 

Hall, The Book of 

Acts.  Third Thursday 

Bible Study, 10 A.M. in 

the Fellowship 

Hall.  Other small 

group Bible studies take 

place in various locales 

and at different times. 

Watch and listen for 

related 

announcements.  All 

are invited to our Bible 

study opportunities.  

We thank God for 

everyone who helps in 

the mission and 

ministry of this 

congregation through 

their faith witness of 

words and 

actions.  Thank you for 

your faithfulness.  

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, in the time of King Herod, wise men from the 
East came to Jerusalem saying, “Where is the one who is born king of the Jews?  For we 
saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” (Matthew 2:1, 2) 

After Jesus was baptized, just as he was coming up out of the water, the heavens opened 
and he saw the spirit of God descending like a dove and coming on him.  And a voice from 
heaven said, “This is my dear Son; in him I take great delight.” (Matthew 3:16, 17) 
  

A blessed and joy filled New year!   
  
A new year begins with hope.  Perhaps the past year was not the debacle we thought.  It 
may have given us a chance to enter into a deeper relationship with the triune God and 
other people, a soul renewing time, if you will. 
  
This month we enter into the Church season of Epiphany and the recognition of the two 
faith and life stories mentioned above in Matthew.  Epiphany begins with the visit of the 
wise men and gifts for Jesus.  It is a season celebrating the gift of God coming to earth in 
Jesus, including his baptism.  The season begins and ends with the liturgical color white, 
symbolizing the light that has come into the world.  “Life came into being because of him, 
for his life is light for all humanity.  And this Living Expression is the Light that bursts 
through gloom, the Light that darkness could not diminish! (John 1:4, 5) 
  
We also trust and remember that Epiphany means “appearance,” or “showing forth.”  John 
the Baptist pointed people to Jesus.  He showed people who Jesus is.  That was his role.  
  
The same is true for us contemporary people who believe in and follow Jesus’ teachings 
and ways for living.  We point people to Jesus, to show people who Jesus is, what he 
means for our lives and the difference he makes in our living.  Is it not great that we be-
lieve that Jesus forgives, loves and cares for us through his promises and assurance, in-
cluding being with us always whatever our life circumstances are? 
  
We ask, how can we point people to and show them Jesus?  Some suggestions. 
  
People show Jesus to others by …  
Wearing jeans and a shirt at church and working hard; teaching a Bible class in quiet and 
unassuming ways and believing what we teach; doing a care visit to a friend and praying 
quietly; making breakfast in the kitchen and getting a school lunch ready for a child; pray-
ing alone and then crying for whom we pray;  being in a food store talking to a friend put-
ting our arms around them to comfort them;  taking food to people, welcoming them to our 
homes and being friends to them. 
  
In the new year ahead, we pray that we let others see Jesus in us by showing Jesus to 
others in all we say and do. 
  
Thank you for all the Christmas greetings. They are all greatly appreciated. Blessings, 

peace and joy,  

Pastor Paul Meeker  



Sycamore Tree Preschool 

Happy New Year!  

Can you believe it is 2023? I can clearly recall preparing for 2000! That was 23 years ago! I am 

praying that 2023 is kind and gentle to us all, especially since the last couple of years have left us 

feeling a bit traumatized at times. May we continue to stay focused on the truth that we are from a 

generous and loving God and continue to be generous and loving to each other. Imagine if we all 

looked for opportunities to perform random acts of kindness this month…what a kinder world this 

would be! 

Speaking of random acts of kindness…Thank you to those of you who have donated clothes for 

our clothing drive. We have continued collecting items all year-round. We are accepting all soft 

items…clothing, shoes, boots, towels, stuffed animals, hats, sheets, blankets, quilts, bed-

spreads, drapes, purses, belts, and BOOKS! Tax donation slips are available upon request. 

Preschool classes will resume on Tuesday, January 3, 2023. 

No School Monday January 16, in honor of Martin Luther King Jr.  

The preschool board will meet on Monday, January 23 at 6:30 p.m. via Zoom.   

No Classes Friday January 27, Staff CPR/A.E.D. Training Day. 

The Sycamore Tree Preschool continues to earn funds to support our program through the Fred 

Meyer rewards Program. Sign up for the Community Rewards Program by linking your Fred Meyer 

Rewards Card to the Sycamore Tree Preschool at www.fredmeyer.com/communityrewards. You 

can search for us by our name or by our non-profit number: VA359. Every time you shop and use 

your Rewards Card, you are helping the Sycamore Tree Preschool earn a donation! We have 

earned $5065.49 since March 2014. And we have 65 Community Rewards supporters who 

provide us with random acts of kindness every time they shop at Fred Meyer! (Yes! It is that 

easy!) 

Plans for our 34
th
 Annual Silent Auction are underway. This year’s Silent Auction will take place 

March 5-19. We already have some great items coming in!  If you have an item or service (or 

even an idea!) you would like to donate, please fill out the enclosed form and return it to the 

church office. Thank you! 

 

May your New Year be filled with random acts of kindness! 
                       Andrea Campbell 



Sycamore Tree Preschool 
34th Annual Silent Auction 

March 5—19 
Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church 

 

Our annual silent auction is a volunteer effort of parents, staff, church members and alumni. It is 
a terrific way to support Sycamore Tree Preschool.   

We are seeking new merchandise, services, gift certificates or cash donations. It is time to get 
creative and use your imagination. (A few suggestions are listed on the back of this form). 
Please turn items in by March 1.  

 

 

Donor Name: _______________________________ Phone (_____) _________ 

 

Donor Address____________________________________________________ 

 

                   (City) _____________________ (State) _______ (Zip) ___________ 

 

Brief Item Description _______________________________ Value $_________ 

 

Detailed Item Description (please state any limitation, special conditions, expiration date, etc.) 

 

________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 

 

Item: [_] accompanies this form [_] will be delivered by ____/____/____ 

Gift Certificates: [_] enclosed [_] auction committee to create certificate 

Cash Donation: amount $____________  

 [_] check enclosed payable to Sycamore Tree Preschool 

 

Please return this completed form to the church office, preschool, or place in the offering. For 
more information, please contact the preschool – 360-792-2213. 

All proceeds from the auction go for the support of the preschool.     

 

Thank you for your support      



Council Meeting Summary 
 

 

O U R  S A V I O U R ’ S  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  

Council reviewed and approved the council meeting minutes of November 9, 2022.  Council also re-

viewed and approved the draft Treasurer report for November 2022.  

 
Pastor Meeker: 

*  Christmas Services planned; Council Installation and Recognition January 8 at 10 am. 

*  Will be at Synod Bishop’s Convocation 1/18-19; Byberg Preaching Conf. 1/23-25. 

 *  We need delegates for Martha & Mary, and Board members needed for Lutherhaven. 

    (We also need people for the Serving (social ministry) and Learning Committees.) 

 *  Discussed leave and vacation times; (Bob Bishop will help track). 

*  Per Annual Meeting, pastor office hours are Sunday-Thursday 9am - 2pm. 

 
Sycamore Tree: 

 *  Preschool Christmas parties Dec. 14-16. Staff Dinner 12/9. No school 12/19-1/2. 

 *  School pictures scheduled January10-11 in the new Narthex. 

 *  CPR/AED training on 1/27 9am-noon at OSLC for any church/staff leaders interested. 

 
Property and Finance Committee:   

 * The annual budget was again discussed; transition ongoing from old books to new firm. 

* Clarke Whitney CPA firm has been hired to perform the Treasurer’s functions including 

bookkeeping, balancing books, audit; they will do the checks, payroll etc...  

* Phil Cornish to be temporary liaison between Finance Committee and Council. 

* Bob Bishop reported that all demolition has been completed; all trusses completed. Beams 

installed. Half the trusses installed; balance of trusses is next. Gatorskin will be installed. Old 

roof is tied back in, reset and recovered. Goal is to be dried in by Christmas.  

* Bob Bishop will research buying a new phone system as ours is not functioning well. 

 
Council:   

* Discussed Annual Meeting and motions made.  Discussed the negative budget balances, 

conceptual actions needed to resolve income decline: seek additional donations, outside 

groups/churches using our facility, salary freeze or going part time. 

* Letter going out to the congregation members summarizing the meeting and motions.  

* Tabled discussion on specific planning strategies and actions for 2023 until January council 

meeting when new council members come on board.  Same with discussion on recruiting and 

mentoring new council members. 

* Council approved continuing to have the OSLC Google listing for searches. No cost. 

* There is some interest in having the 15 children Hakuna Matata Children’s Choir coming if 

host families can be found. 

 
Respectfully Submitted,  

Mark Danielsen, Council President 



Adult Sunday 

School will resume 

on January 8 at 8:15 

a.m. 

  

We are continuing with the  

Christian Theology course. 



Caring Ministry 

Lorie Meeker 1/2 

Shirley Weldon 1/2 

Kathy Gaddis 1/5 

Stella Davis 1/8 

Dan Lathrop 1/9 

Dave Ordway 1/19 

Gary Lusk 1/25 

Birthday’s 

IN OUR THOUGHTS & PRAYERS 

To include someone in the prayers, please speak to Pastor Meeker, or call the church office (360-479-6374) at any 

time.  or call the church office (360-479-6374) at any time.  Names will be included in Sunday bulletins for at least 

four weeks. Should you wish, you may submit them again to the Pastor or church office.  We encourage you to 

take this bulletin home and include these people in your daily prayers. 

FOR THOSE WITH HEALTH CONCERNS 

Mary Nasvik, Kim Bach, Ron Bright, Don Kiechaefer, Lisa Rolfe, Debbie Tertocha, Diane, Amy, Kate & 

family, Lois, Mary, Patti, Mathew, Marvin Laurilla, Pam Sikes, Kerrie Stouer, Charles Baumgaertner 

ACTIVE MILITARY 

For all of our troops who are deployed 



January 2023 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

New Year’s Day 

10a Worship 

11a Worship 

Committee 

2 

10a Bible Study 

2p SAIL 

6p NA Women 

3 

6:30p NA 

4 

2p SAIL 

3p Choir Re-

hearsals 

6p NA Women 

5 6 7 

8 

10a Worship 

11a Sharon 

Smith Celebra-

tion 

9 

10a Bible Study 

2p SAIL 

6p NA Women 

10 

9a STP School 

Pictures 

5p Council 

6:30p NA 

11 

9a STP School Pic 

2p SAIL 

3p Choir Rehears-

als 

6p NA Women 

12 

9a Quilting 

13 14 

10a Quilting 

15 

10a Worship 

16 

Martin Luther King 

Jr. Day 

10a Bible Study 

2p SAIL 

6p NA Women 

17 

6:30p NA 

18 

2p SAIL 

3p Choir Re-

hearsals 

6p NA Women 

19 

10a Bible Study 

20 

7:30p Private 

Group 

21 

11a SON Lodge 

Meeting 

6p Private 

Group 

22 

10a Worship 

23 

10a Bible Study 

2p SAIL 

6p NA Women 

6:30p STP Board 

meeting 

24 

6:30p NA 

25 

2p SAIL 

3p Choir Re-

hearsals 

6p NA Women 

26 

9a Quilting 

27 

8a CPR/AED 

Training 

28 

29 

10a Worship 

30 

10a Bible Study 

2p SAIL 

6p NA Women 

31 

6:30p NA 

    




